During a study of the swiftlet genus Collocalia, I noticed that the range of the species C. whiteheads as currently understood is discontinuous and that one population, C. w. papuensis, generally considered as belonging to this species, differs from all other swiftlets in having only three toes.
He also noted that the "thirteen specimens from north New Guinea all have the tarsus fairly well feathered; the Mount Goliath bird has it unfeathered, as does the Baroka bird."
Mayr (1941, p. 85) listed C. w. papuensis with its range as given in the original description. Mayr and Gilliard (1954, p. 342) reported four later specimens of "C. whiteheadi papuensis" from the foothills of Mount O'-mar and Mount Orata, Kubor Mountains, east-central New Guinea. Three of these specimens that I was able to examine (2 skins and 1 spirit specimen) in the American Museum of Natural History have the tarsus bare. Another spirit specimen could not be located. Iredale (1956, pp. 219-220) treated C. papuensis as a full species noting that one of its characters was a bare tarsus. He was apparently unaware that C. w. papuensis had been described from a composite series of specimens with feathered (including the type) and unfeathered tarsi. He also believed the similarity of C. w. papuensis to C. w. whiteheadi from Luzon to be only "coincidental, as so many local species are known in this group."
Salomonsen (1963, p. (1912) Medway (1966, pp. 162-164) McClelland, 1839, and Deignan, 1955b) , as had Stresemann (1926) because of the "intermediate [systematic] According to Rand (1942, p. Remarks.-The primaries of the birds from the Idenburg River area are in molt (primary scores 35 to 100; see Newton, 1966, p. 43) in descending mode from the first (inner) primary (see Stresemann and Stresemann, 1966, pp. 407, 410) ; the primaries of the Hollandia specimen are fresh (July 11), but its central tail feathers are in molt.
vol. 124 The second toe on both feet of one male specimen from Idenburg River (AMNH 339915) is abnormal. It has only two phalanges and lacks the claw. An X-ray shows that the tip of the second phalanx is rounded and spongy.
Forbes (1882) , Mayr (1945a, p. 106), Delacour (1951) , Bock (1958) , and Bock and Miller (1959) (1935, p. 3) described a single specimen from Guadalcanal as C. lowi orientalis differing from "C. lowi whiteheadi" in being "much darker and with a pale rump; tarsus with a few feathers. . . ." He later (1945b, p. 238) included C. I. orientalis as a race of the species C. whiteheadi (see Peters, 1940, vol. 4, p. 222) . I prefer, for the present, to consider C. orientalis as a separate species because it differs from C. papuensis, C. nuditarsus, and C. whiteheadi (North Luzon) in having a pale rump, the fourth toe and tarsus thinly feathered, and a less curved bill.
Salomonsen (1963, p. orientalis.
